Ch. 1-22


COMM201/Intro to Journalism – Final Exam – February 24, 2014
Your name: ____________________________________________

1. (3 pts.) Identify and explain the differences between the three types of specialized stories about death.

2. (1 pt.) Provide a brief description of Citizen Journalism.

3. (4 pts) Explain the difference between libel and slander and give examples.
4. (2 pts) The most required skill in public relations is _________________________________.

5. (2 pts) When a reporter is gathering information for a story there is a stage where both micro editing and macro editing is necessary.  What is the difference?

6. (2 pts) When is a judge likely to order a change of venue for a trial?

7. (2 pts) To be successful in public relations you must believe that you can change people.  Name two other things you must believe.

8. (2 pts) Explain what a “tickler file” is and what type of journalist uses one.

9. (4 pts) Business news is a booming industry.  Name four reasons skilled business journalists are able to command pay premiums.
10. (6 pts) We discussed three specific philosophies of ethics.  Identify them and explain the fundamental differences.

11. (2 pts) What tool is especially useful for Web journalists because it allows for better comprehension and higher retention?

12. (2 pts) What social science tool is the most-used by journalists - and often misused?

13. (2 pts) What does “the sniff” mean?

14. (2 pts) Fill in the blank and then explain this statement:

“The _________________________________________ was the first law to establish an effective legal right of access to government information, underscoring the crucial need in a democracy for open access to government information by citizens.” (1966)

15. (6 pts) Reporters typically are assigned to cover three types of scheduled functions.  Identify them and explain how they are different from one another.

16. (2 pts) Define plagiarism; what should a reporter’s attitude be towards it?

17. (2 pts) What sort of journalist is apt to encounter a teleprompter; how does it work?

18. (2 pts) How does the legal system distinguish between a felony and a misdemeanor charge?

19. (2 pts) What is a VNR?  How must it be treated?

20. (2 pts) What is “Potter’s Box” and what is the main objection to it?

21. (8 pts) Numerous federal government agencies have business oversight responsibilities, and thus might be good sources of information for reporters.  List four and identify their area of oversight.

22. (3 pts) Social science reporting requires developing a hypothesis and evaluating variables.  Please explain by giving specific examples. 

23. (2 pts) When does a journalist need to be concerned with keywords or metadata tags?

24. (3 pts) The field of public relations combines elements of publicity, advertising and marketing.  Explain the relationships.

25. (2 pts) What is meant when it is said that a reporter should “look around the edges?”

26. (3 pts) What are the 3 primary concerns of a PR professional?

27. (2 pts) Explain the difference between “absolute privilege” and “qualified privilege.”

28. (4 pts) Recap the ways writing for radio and television differs from writing for print.

29. (2 pts) What is the purpose of New Hampshire’s Right to Know law?

30. (2 pts) Enemies, losers and victims are all potential sources for an investigative reporter.  Why should you be wary of what they have to say?

31. (2 pts) What is strategic communication?

32. (6 pts) It is said that all stories have a business angle.  List some possible business angles to this story from the New Hampshire Union Leader (March 4, 2010).
Fire destroys UNH boathouse, 32 sailboats

The University of New Hampshire boathouse in Barrington burned to the ground yesterday as frustrated firefighters struggled to first locate the fire and then reach the site over an unplowed road.

The boathouse on Mendum’s Pond was used by the UNH sailing team for storage of sailboats and gear, said university spokesman Erika Mantz. Barrington Fire Chief Rick Walker estimated the loss at $400,000.  Mantz said at least 32 sailboats, two launches, wet suits, sails and riggings were lost in the fire, as was docking that was stacked beside the house.

The sailing season starts over spring break, and it’s too early to say what plans will be for this year, she said.  Walker said the fire department received a call about 4:30 p.m. from a caller who could see “heavy, black smoke” across the lake. Walker said one of his lieutenants lives across the lake and a second one in the area of the boathouse.

They tried to locate the blaze as more calls came in, providing better information on the fire’s location.  After finding the blaze, firefighters used 4-wheel drive vehicles to reach it. The vehicles carried hoses and portable pumps, and firefighters tapped the lake for water.
The property is gated and the road to the boathouse is about three-quarters of a mile. It is not maintained during the winter, he said.

“It was fully involved, really collapsed, before we could gain access to it,” Walker said.

Once equipment was set up, the fire chief said it took about 30 minutes to put out the flames.

Walker said his investigators worked the scene last night and police are also involved in the investigation. There was no power to the building and investigators ruled out all natural causes for the fire, Walker said, but he stopped short of calling the blaze suspicious.

“We have a pretty good idea what happened,” he said.

What caused the fire will not be determined until New Hampshire Fire Marshal’s Office investigators have a look. They are expected on scene this morning.
A nearby private property was vandalized about a month ago, Walker said, and the university regularly checks its property, which includes about 100 acres of land, for vandalism.

33. (3 pts) A key ingredient to public opinion surveys is “sampling.”  What is it?

34. (2 pts) Journalists and lawyers are sometimes at odds over the First and Sixth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution.  Explain the root of the conflict.

35. (3 pts) Explain the concept of “participant observation” as it applies to journalism.


