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Chapter 10/Writing to be Read

Lesson # 10: “A good story told well is important to readers and viewers and to the financial success of your company.”
Stories have a beginning, middle and end.  Sometimes they have a surprise ending.
Readability: a measurement of the number of words in a sentence, the number of syllables in a word and the number of ideas in a sentence.  In general, the more there are the harder a sentence is to understand.

Writing to inform and entertain is as important for journalists as it is for novelists.

If we attempt to bring quality writing, wit and knowledge to our work, it will not only be informative but enjoyable….

Good writing begins with good reporting:

It is built on concrete details.  Use language to inform & entertain your reader by communicating those details precisely.

[p.195 example: Alison Boggs story]
Clarity is in the details:

To be concrete you must have facts.  Describe those facts in a way that makes readers able to touch and examine them.

[p.197 example: Boston Globe excerpt from CT Lottery shooting story]
Avoid abstractions; covet concrete details.

Appeal to one or more of our senses – sight, hearing, smell, taste & touch.  A reporter’s notebook should bulge with details of sights and smells, sounds and textures.

Use words precisely: words should mean exactly what you intend them to mean [examples: p.198]
Coherence:

When you write coherently, your writing is understandable.  Coherence is built on a logical structure, by matching the content to the appropriate sentence structure, by using the correct coordinating conjunctions and by guiding readers with transitions.

Chronology: the most easily understood of story structures.  Start at the beginning and go to the end.

Sentence Structure:

· Simple – express one idea [example:: The mayor scolded the council.]
· Compound – express two or more ideas of equal importance
     [example:: The mayor scolded the council, and she insisted on a vote.]
· Complex – subordinate one idea to another; this tool allows you to show sequence and cause & effect

     [example 1: After the mayor scolded the council, she insisted on a vote.] (sequence)
      [example 2: Because the mayor was angry, she insisted on a vote.] (cause/effect)
Use the Precise Conjunction:

· Subordinating conjunction – if, since, while, after, until

· Coordinating conjunction – and, or, but, for, nor, so, yet

Each carries a precise meaning so the journalist must make a careful selection.

Transitions: words, phrases, sentences or paragraphs that show the logical progression of ideas within the story structure.  Transitions help achieve coherence, or the logical connection of ideas.  Three types of transitions:

1. Indefinite modifier – the word “a” is good only for general references

2. Definite modifier – the word “the” is more specific

3. Demonstrative adjective – the word “that” is the most specific because it identifies precisely the word or phrase to which it refers

[example p.203]: Parallelism: repetition of a word or grammatical form to guide readers through a story; often used to achieve coherence

Conciseness: being concise means saying what you need to say in as few words as possible.  Here are four ways to shorten stories:

1. Eliminate some subject areas – does every subject need to be included?

2. Eliminate redundancies – get rid of unneeded words

3. Challenge intensive and qualifying adverbs - don’t say “really unhappy” if you mean “sad;” don’t say “very cold” if you mean “frigid.”

4.  Train yourself to value brevity

Figures of Speech: allow writers to show similarities & contrast

· Similes: show similarities by comparing one thing to another (“like” or “as”)

· Metaphors: say one thing is another (“Michael is a lion with gazelle legs.”); metaphors are stronger than similies

· Conditional Mood: could, might, should, would

     [incorrect: The bill will make it illegal…]
      [correct: The bill would make it illegal…]
Bias-Free Language: avoid racist or sexist terminology.  Use:

“police officer” instead of “policeman”

“letter carrier” instead of “mailman”

“assembly member” instead of “assemblyman”

“Representative” instead of “Congressman”

“disabled” instead of “handicapped”

“gay” or “lesbian” instead of “queer”

“anti-abortion” and “pro-choice” instead of “pro-life” or “pro-choice”

Tools of Narration: make stories as entertaining as they are interesting

· Scenes – capture the pertinent sights, sounds & smells so your reader feels like they were there

· Dialogue – conversation between two or more people excluding the reporter; allows characters to take center stage

· Anecdotes – stories embedded in stories; can be happy, funny or serious and should illustrate a point; facts inform, anecdotes inform & entertain 

Foreshadowing: the technique of giving hints about what’s coming

[example: “Daniel Calliendo Jr. had not expected to meet death this calmly.”]
Conclusion: Words are powerful.  When used negatively, they define cultures, create second-class citizens and reveal stereotypical thinking.  They change the way people think about and treat others.
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