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Chapter 2 – Starting Your First Site

Task #1: Define a new site that will contain all of your files and folders.

Task #2: Populate it with additional pages, text, graphics, audio, video or links.

Build your new site within a single folder on your flash drive or hard drive; this is the local root folder (usually the site name, example: Brouder.info).  This is called your local site.  The remote site is a mirror image of the one on your flash or hard drive; it is the one web users see.

Create an images folder to store images or graphics that will be used on multiple pages.

Name the site (the name is for your reference only; web users won’t see it).

The main page – the one the web users sees – must be called the index page (or in some systems the default page).

You can either add new pages to the local root folder or put them into a separate page folder.

As you design the site structure keep your users needs in mind.  Design a navigation system that will make sense to them.

Two kinds of websites

Static

All of the pages are built on your hard drive then uploaded to a server.
Dynamic

All of the pages are created from information drawn from a database as the user loads the page (think Amazon.com).

· Content Management Systems (CMS) – Dreamweaver supports 3 systems:

· WordPress

· Joomla

· Drupal

How do you get the site from your hard drive to the server?

1. We’re not ready yet but when we are there are several methods:

2. FTP (File Transfer Protocol) – a common method of transferring files between 2 computers connected to the Web

3. SFTP (Secure File Transfer Protocol) – an improved version of FTP that encrypts all information being sent between computers

4. FTPS – the newest version with more security; Dreamweaver encrypts the data transfers but also exchanges security credentials with the server

5. WebDAV – a protocol with added security that insures only one person at a time can be updating pages by locking the file until that person logs off

This Chapter spends considerable time outlining the steps to conduct each method.

Files Panel – appears at the right side of the screen and is docked with other panels; by default it is at the bottom of the group of panels.  It is the tool used to add and delete files and folders, view and change the local or remote sites, and otherwise maintain the site.

Cloaking Files & Folders – You don’t need to upload every file or image from your hard drive to the server.  Cloaking is a tool that allows you to exempt certain files from Dreamweaver’s synchronization process.
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