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Chapter 3 – Building Your First Page

Creating a New Page – after building your index page, add additional content pages.  The filename of each page should reflect its purpose on the website (examples: about.html, staff.html, products.html, orders.html, directions.html)

Doctypes – text in the HTML code of each page that specifies the Document Type Definition, or DTD, in use for that file…web browsers use this information to determine how to display the HTML

(example:  <!DOCTYPE html><!--[if lt IE 7 ]><html xmlns:fb="http://ogp.me/ns/fb#" prefix="og:http://ogp.me/ns#" class="ie ie6" lang="en"> <![endif]--><!--[if IE 7 ]><html xmlns:fb="http://ogp.me/ns/fb#" prefix="og:http://ogp.me/ns#" class="ie ie7" lang="en"> <![endif]--><!--[if IE 8 ]><html xmlns:fb="http://ogp.me/ns/fb#" prefix="og:http://ogp.me/ns#" class="ie ie8" lang="en"> <![endif]--><!--[if (gte IE 9)|!(IE)]><!--> )
By default Dreamweaver inserts the “XHTML 1.0 Transitional” doctype into pages. Another option that is starting to be used is “HTML5,” an emerging standard that is expected to become the dominant web standard.

Two Categories of Sample Pages:

CSS Style Sheet – a wide variety of looks

Mobile Starters – a choice of 3 jQuery-based design templates for mobile devices

Text is typed in Dreamweaver like in any other word processor.  You can format the text from the Insert Panel pop-up menu (examples: bold, italic, underline, etc.).

Links

To create a hyperlink highlight a piece of text (the same way you would if you were about to cut & paste in a Microsoft Word document).  You can either:

· click the Point to File button in the Property Inspector to choose a page within your site, or

· click in the Link field in the Property Inspector and type the Uniform Resource Locator address of the desired site…be sure to include the “http://” part of the URL.

Adding Images

Move the cursor to the place where you want the image to appear.  Using the Insert Panel, find the images folder and select the image.  If it isn’t already within your local root folder, Dreamweaver will ask if you want to move a copy there.  Be sure to add a description of the image in the Alternate text field. 

Page Title v. Page Name

The title appears at the top of the page in a browser.

The name is the file’s name and will be part of the URL

(example: http://www.brouder.info/202/pages/dgme202_filestructure.html)

Naming Files

· don’t use a slash (/); web servers can’t read them in a filename

· Macs do allow the slash; just don’t name a web page using that symbol

· don’t use a space when creating a filename; if you need a space use the underscore symbol (brouder_bio.html)

· Windows & Macs both allow you to use spaces when naming files

· avoid #, $, & and % in filenames

· aim for short, lowercase filenames

Page Properties

Every web page contains a <head></head> HTML command including directions on how to display the page, how links should look, what font settings should be used, etc.  Example:

<html>

<head>

<title>WDRCOBG.COM: The history of WDRC Hartford (2/6/14)</title>

<meta http-equiv="Page-Enter" content="blendTrans(Duration=2.0)">

<meta name="description" content="WDRC Hartford compiled by Ed Brouder">

<meta name="keywords" content="WDRC,Big D,Ed Brouder,Connecticut,radio">

</head>
Appearance Options in the Page Properties Dialog


CSS
HTML

Page Font – specifies the default font family a site will use
√
no

Size – sets the default font size
√
no

Text – chooses default color for text
√
√

Background – chooses default color for page background
√
√

Background Image – chooses image that will appear behind all text & images on the page 
√
√

Repeat -  chooses how the background image will display if it doesn’t fill the whole page
√
no

Margins – chooses value of left, right, top & bottom margins
√
√

Links – sets the color of link text
no
√

Visited Links – sets the color of visited link text
no
√

Active links – sets the color of link text when you click the text
no
√

There is a separate set of Link options for CSS page designs:

· Link Font – specifies the default font family used to display links

· Size – sets the default font size for link text

· Link color – sets the color for link text

· Visited links – sets the color for visited link text

· Rollover links – sets the color for link text when you place the mouse over the link

· Active links – sets the color to apply to link text when you click it

· Underline style – sets the way links are underlined (or not)

There is also a Headings category for VCC pages:

· Heading font – specifies the default font family for headings

· Heading 1 through Heading 6 – allows you to set size & color options for each headings size

Meta Tags – can include a page summary, keywords used by search engines for indexing, a text description of the page, and links to external documents such as style sheets.  Meta tags appear within the <head> tag.  Example:

<meta http-equiv="Content-Language" content="en" />

<meta name="robots" content="noodp" />

<meta name="keywords" content="CSS3,HTML5,website,mobile,multiscreen" />

<meta name="description" content="Learn to optimize a page for display in devices at smaller resolutions, using CSS media queries and the new Multiscreen Preview panel." />

<meta name="creationDate" content="2011-07-01 @ 07:35:20" />

<meta name="lastModifiedDate" content="2011-07-01 @ 07:35:20" />

<meta name="page" content="main" />

<meta name="shortTitle" content="HTML5 and CSS3 in Dreamweaver CS5.5 – Part 3: Using CSS media queries to target different screen resolutions "/>

<meta name="blurb" content="Learn to optimize a page for display in devices at smaller resolutions, using CSS media queries and the new Multiscreen Preview panel." />

<meta name="author" content="David Powers" />

<meta name="area" content="devnet" />
Don’t go overboard with meta tags.  Sites with excessive keywords or descriptions will be screened out of search results.
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