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Chapter #7 – Styling Page Content

CASCADING STYLE SHEETS (CSS):

CSS is about adding style, looks and presentation to a website.  You can control:

· foregrounds

· backgrounds

· colors

· fonts

· positions

· alignments

· margins
· borders

· lists

· paragraphs

· tables

· lists

· links


CSS is applied through one of two tools:

1. CSS Rule definition dialog

2. CSS Styles panel
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Content vs. Presentation

Content is the actual information in the headings, paragraphs, lists, divs, tables, forms, blockquotes, etc.

Unstyled content should be useful and informative.

Some HTML tags are containers, in that they can contain content.

Other tags are simply elements (like the <img> tag) that can’t contain text.

Rules – instructions that define a particular style and what it does...all application, editing or creation of rules starts here.

The authors recommend two settings in the CSS Preferences section:

1. do not enable shorthand

2. do select “Editing using CSS dialog” option

Divs & Spans

Divs and Spans are both generic containers. Styles can be applied to spans or divs.  A span can enclose a letter, word or phrase; it is an element for inline use.  

(Refresher from Ch. 1):

Divs (short for divisions) hold a section of a page that you use and style as a block.  Use divs to organize content into meaningful containers, for example:

· a div for the masthead

· a div for the navigation

· a div for the content

· a div for the footer
Dreamweaver allows you to specify styles within 9 categories:

1. type

2. background

3. block

4. box

5. border

6. list

7. positioning

8. extensions

9. transition

When you create a style rule for something that doesn’t already have a logical tag as a label you do so by creating a class.  You need to apply a custom name for each class.

Classes vs. Ids

· A class is reusable; it can be assigned to many different elements on the same page.  It is always preceded by a period: .class
· An id can only be use once per page.  Each one is unique.  It is always preceded by a hashtag or pound sign: #id
Compound Selectors

HTML elements can next within other elements, such as a table within a table, or a div inside a body.  Lists of selectors separated by commas (p, td, li) are called group selectors.  Other selectors (#nav li or #content p) are called contextual, compound or descendant selectors.  They allow you to write specific rules based on the element in context (or the element from which it descends).

Style rules cascade, in other words there are rules for, which takes precedence when several styles affect the same element.

· external – reside in a separate style sheet that usually ends with the extension .css
· internal – live inside each web page that needs it and is located within the style tags in the document’s head

· inline – live within the HTML tag and only apply to what’s inside that tag

Generally, the closer a rule is to the particular element, the more power it has to rule if there are conflicting styles.

RGB vs. RGBA

Older versions of Adobe Photoshop and Dreamweaver express colors values in terms of the amount of red, green and blue, or RGB.  White, for example, was expressed as RGB 255, 255, 255.

RGBA is a newer way of expressing color that adds an opacity value in the fourth digit.  Now white would be RGBA 255, 255, 255, 0.5, indicating 50% opacity.

Page Properties

This button is available in either the HTML or CSS Property Inspector toolbars.  It provides access to:

1. Appearance (CSS) – page font, size, text color, bg color, bg image

2. Appearance (HTML) – bg image, text colors, link colors, margins

3. Links (CSS) – font, size, color settings for unvisited, visited, rollover & active links; also underline settings

4. Headings (CSS) – heading font, size & colors

5. Title/Encoding – a place to type a page title.  Leave the other Encoding & Unicode settings alone!!
6. Tracing Image – a tool for importing mockups from Photoshop

Font Groups

You can choose whatever font you please in Dreamweaver, but what shows up on the user’s browser depends on what fonts are loaded on their device.
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If none of the fonts you specify are available, the page will display in whatever default font is installed on the device.

If your logo requires a particular fancy font, it is better to make it as an image in Photoshop rather than trying to specify a font in Dreamweaver.

Google has a wide selection of downloadable fonts, or you can link to Google by using the @font-face rule. (www.google.com/webfonts)

Additional font files are available at:

www.fontsquirrel.com & www.typekit.com
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