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Chapter 8 – Using Styles for Layout

Not only is CSS used for style and presentation…it is also used to lay out elements on a page.

· When you lay out a page using CSS you’re using the box model.  Each box contains several elements.  The primary elements are:

· margin

· border

· padding

· content

CSS lets you set the rules for each element, usually by designating a number of pixels (example: 1px black solid).

You set the rules in a clockwise fashion in this order: top, right, bottom, left.
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Here is the content
inside the box
itself. It can contain
anything you want,
not just text. It

can be an image,
orit can even

be another box
entirely.





CSS box model

1. Positioning Boxes – understand two concepts:
· position – there are 5 possible positions for a box: 

· static – the box ends up wherever it normally would all on its own; left & top offset commands are ignored

· relative – like static, but you can set the left & top positions

· inherit – the box automatically inherits the properties of its parent (container)

· absolute – you can specify precisely where on the page the box should appear; it is absolutely positioned in reference to its container (our authors see this is an obsolete and undesirable option)

· fixed – if you set a box to be fixed at 100 pixels from the top of the screen, it always be there even if you scroll down the page

· float – the contents of a box stick to one side or the other of its containing element…the common values are:

· left – a box floated to the left causes everything else on the page to wrap around it to the right

· right – a box floated to the right causes everything else on the page to wrap around it on the left

· none – the default setting

· inherit – use this if you want the box to inherit the float value of its container

Included Layouts

Dreamweaver has several CSS layouts built-in to make startup as simple as possible.

File > New >

New Document dialog box appears

Select Blank Page
Select HTML from the Page Type Menu

Look for 18 designs listed in the center column

Find one you like and click Create
When you choose an included layout you have the option of putting the CSS inside the head <head> </head> tags, in a new file, or in an existing file.  This is the easiest place to debug a page.  When you put the site online the CSS should be in an external file.

Liquid Layout – the page content expands and contracts to fit the width of the user’s browser

· Most of your work will be done in the CSS Styles panel where you can adjust:

· body styles

· .container rule – applies to the one large div that contains all of the content on the page

· .content area – the section that will contain the bulk of the page content

· header

· footer

Color Shorthand:

As previously discussed, Dreamweaver can designate color by designating RGB values or HTML specific values (example: #FF0099).  Three digit abbreviations can be used if the three sets of values are identical (#F09).  You can’t use shorthand for a color like #C78E56.
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