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Chapter 9 – Managing Styles.

Renaming Styles

Give styles a descriptive name. 

> HTML tab of the Property Inspector

> CSS Styles Panel
If the style is used in multiple places you’ll be prompted as to whether the style should change everywhere on the site.

Deleting Styles

The formatting of any affected element changes immediately when you delete a style from a style sheet, though classes & IDs are not removed from the page when you delete the rules that apply to them.

Creating Rules from Inline Styles
Once you’ve road-tested style changes inline, it’s time to turn them into rules.  You can either:

right click the <inline styles> rule and choose Convert to Rule, or
choose Format > CSS Styles > Convert Inline CSS to Rule
Caution: The Rules pane may contain more than one <inline style> so be sure you choose the correct one!

Creating a New External Style Sheet

File > New (New Document dialog box appears)

Select category page from Sample
Under Sample Folder select CSS Style Sheet to display list of style sheets

Save this file with a name that ends in .css
Moving Internal Styles to External

External style sheets are easier to maintain and a single sheet can apply to many different pages of HTML.

Attaching a Style Sheet

In order for a web page to use an external style sheet, that style sheet must be attached to the page.

Choices included in a pop-up menu are handheld, print, projection and screen.  These properties tell the software how to display in a printed handout, handheld device, overhead projection, etc. 

Caution: Not all media types are supported by every browser.

Drag-and-Drop Styles

Remember Chapter 7 where it talked about cascades?  If there are conflicting styles applying to a document, the one closest to the element in question usually takes precedence.  If you want to change this all you need to do is drag-and-drop the rule within the CSS Styles panel. 

CSS Inspection

This tool works in the Live View mode and is a visual display of a box model.  By hovering, an aqua background is activated to highlight the element in question.

The Live View and Inspect buttons are in the same row as the Code | Split View | Design buttons.

Hover over an element and click it; that freezes the Inspect mode so you can make changes in the CSS Styles Panel.  Click anywhere else in the document to unfreeze it.

Visual Aids

The button to activate this menu is hard to spot because it is tiny.  It is in the Document toolbar and looks like an eye superimposed on a box. 
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Activate the menu by clicking on the downward facing arrow.  Within this menu are:

· CSS Layout Backgrounds – Dreamweaver assigns a different background color to every layout block.  If you’ve already set a color it will go away when this tool is used.  The purpose of all the garish colors is to make really clear which div is which.

· CSS Layout Box Model – this shows just the inspected element, including margins, borders and padding

· CSS Layout Outlines – this option puts a dashed line around the border of each layout block to make them more clear

CSS Enable/Disable

This option allows debugging of a page; you change this setting in the CSS Styles Panel.
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