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Chapter 12 – Using Dreamweaver’s Layout Tools

Dreamweaver Layout Tools come in two flavors:

1. those that work within a document window to align & view page elements

2. those to help visualize CSS-based layouts

CSS-based layouts help websites look good whether they are displayed on desktops, tablets or smartphones.  There are two options:

1. add separate media query style sheets to match the screen size of the user’s device

2. create a single grid-based layout that includes the media queries in the same style sheet and automatically switches screens as needed

Grids – used to line up page elements in a specified alignment…the grid lines are only visible in Dreamweaver so the user won’t see them online 

View > Grid > Show Grid

By using the Grid Settings dialog box you can change the color, spacing and whether the grid displays as dots or lines.

Rulers – both horizontal & vertical rulers can be accessed and displayed in pixels, inches or centimeters

View > Rulers > Show

Rulers must be visible for you to add guides, though you can view, move or delete guides when the rulers are hidden.

Guides – similar to grids…guides can be locked in place and set to specific percentages of the page.  Elements can “snap to” guides and guides can be set to “snap to” elements.

View > Guides > Show Guides

Zoom – a tool to design pages more precisely…you must be in Design view to utilize it…find the Zoom tool in the Status bar at the bottom right of a document

Page Dimensions – activate the Window Size pop-up menu in the Status bar and selected one of the listed sizes.

You can resize the window to a fixed width by entering only a width value.

You can resize the window to a fixed height by entering only a height value.

Multiscreen Preview – works with Live View to show simultaneous views of three different screen sizes: smartphone, tablet & desktop.  Open the page you want to view in multiple resolutions then:

Document toolbar > Design view

Click Multiscreen button in the Document toolbar
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Multiscreen Preview Panel appears
The viewports all show the same layout beginning at the upper left of the screen.  Each viewport has independent scroll bars.

Multiscreen Preview Panel > Viewport Sizes
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In the window that opens you can change the values (in pixels) of any viewport (phone, tablet, desktop).

Media Queries:

These are tools to automatically link HTML pages to different CSS style sheets that rearrange the layout of a page for different screen sizes, especially for users with mobile devices.  Making the user pinch, scroll and zoom amounts to a poor user experience.  

The three default presets are for:

· Phone – the default is the width of an iPhone (320 pixels)

     (create or browse to an existing CSS style sheet)

· Tablet – maximum width of 768 pixels, or an iPad in portrait mode (browse to the tablet.css style sheet)

· Desktop – minimum width of 769 pixels and the maximum width field is blank (uses the desktop.css style sheet)

Media queries don’t change the content of a page; they change the presentation of that content.

Fluid Grid Layouts:

This tool lets you build a design based on grids with rows and columns (one layout for smartphones, another for tablets, a third for desktop computer monitors).

Each layout is based on the width of the browser window.

File > New Fluid Grid Layout

New Document dialog appears
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Dreamweaver requires you to start by saving a style sheet.  Layout divs separately on each of the three screen sizes.  The software automatically begins with the Mobile layout.
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