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Chapter 15 – Working with Content Management Systems

Content Management System (CMS) – applications that run on a web server to create and manage content.

CMS usually assembles and creates web pages that are served to the user “on the fly.”  In other words, the page is built and sent to the user as a customized request.

Pages that come out of a CMS may not even exist before the CMS puts together HTML, CSS, images and scripts.

Pages generated by a CMS are based on templates that control the site’s look and feel.

1. Dreamweaver supports the three most popular PHP–based CMSs:

2. WordPress (http://wordpress.org) – primarily known as weblog creation software, though it has additional capabilities.  It has more than 70 million users and is based on templates called themes.  It has an installer program to make setup relatively easy.

3. Joomla (http://www.joomla.org) – exceeds at creating larger sites (corporate sites, e-commerce sites, online newspapers & magazines, community sites, government sites).  Allows administrators to easily setup polls.  Extensive template management features.

4. Drupal (https://drupal.org) – used by many large corporate & government sites.  Has advanced search features, a robust commenting system, multilevel menus, and the ability to host multiple sites from a single installation.  Learning curve is pretty steep.

PHP is a programming language that is typically installed on a web server.  

These three systems are all open-source projects and can be downloaded free from their websites.

Installations generally use a MySQL (http://www.mysql.com) database to store and manage data.

[NITB:]  MySQL is a structured query language.  Its website describes it as “the world's most popular open source database.”  A query is a question, or request, a user makes from a database.  Here’s a typical example:

SELECT LastName FROM Employees

This command asks MySQL to retrieve all the data in the “LastName” column from the “Employees” table. 

Connecting to a CMS

You can work on your live server or a testing server (preferred).  Either way, you need to tell Dreamweaver where the server resides.

1. The type of server Dreamweaver needs to work with must be running at least three programs:

2. a web server program such as Apache

3. the database program MySQL

4. the programming language PHP

1. You can use your own computer as the testing server, but you’ll need three free, downloadable packages:

2. XAMPP for Windows (https://www.apachefriends.org/index.html)

3. MAMP for Mac (http://www.mamp.info/en)

4. LAMP for Linux (many online possibilities)

Filtering Related Files

There can be so many related files in a CMS-backed site that it proves hard to scroll through them all.  Dreamweaver allows you to filter files to show specific types (CSS, HTML, JS, PHP, etc.).

Dreamweaver also allows you to freeze or disable JavaScript while working with interactive elements.
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