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Chapter 16 – Making Life Easier:

Using Templates, Libraries and Snippets

· This chapter is about timesaving tools within Dreamweaver:

· Templates – master page designs…they provide control over page layout and design by restricting changes to only editable regions on a page.  The rest of the page is considered a locked region.  The most common use for templates is on large websites where several individuals are responsible for updating pages or parts of pages.  The chief designer can limit the regions any one individual can change.

When a change is made to a template, every page on the site that is attached to it will automatically change.  Users won’t see the changes, however, until the updated pages are uploaded to the server.  The actual template file doesn’t need to be uploaded to the server.

Before saving a document as a template, be sure it includes all CSS styling, meta tags, behaviors or other desired parameters.

Template pages carry a .dwt extension and are stored in a Templates folder at the top level of your site structure.

Any of the following can be designated as an editable region: page titles, an entire table, a table header, a table row, individual cells within a table.  

Editable regions can later be removed.

· Library Items – reusable objects with text, code, images or other elements that you’d insert in a document (examples: navigation bars, copyright notices, list of links, graphic masthead, search boxes).

     Any item you want to use frequently can be turned into a library item.  It always

     displays consistently wherever it appears.  Be default, Dreamweaver designates

     library items in yellow, though that color can be customized.

     Updating a library item results in the automatic updating of every page on a site

     that is attached to the item.

     Dreamweaver creates a Library folder at the top level of the site structure and

     stores individual library items with a .lbi extension.

     Updating a library item means the item must be uploaded to the server in

     order for users to see the change. 

     Detaching a library item means you break the connection between the copy of

     the item on a web page the and original source in the Library folder.

· Snippets – bits of reusable code for quick insertion on any page.

     Changing a snippet does not have site-wide effects.  There’s no connection

     between the code in an inserted snippet and the original snippet.
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