HOW PEOPLE TALK

Alice: Have you finalized your vacation plans for the upcoming summer season?

Bob: In a surprise move, I yesterday unilaterally selected our family’s vacation site for the upcoming 4th of July holiday.  We will remain in this location and experience the region’s varied summer offerings.

Alice: Does this indicate that you are satisfied with our region’s current level of services?

Bob:  As the record clearly shows, I have repeatedly voiced concern that the region faces an uncertain future, but I do not feel compelled to conclude that this year’s situation is bleak.  You might say I’m cautiously optimistic.

Alice: But what if the mercury plummets?  And aren’t you concerned about the possibility of precipitation?

Bob: Indeed!  But the region offers varied options of both indoor and outdoor recreational and cultural activities.

Alice: Has your family indicated a willingness to accept the proposal?

Bob: We have not yet engaged into wide-ranging discussions, but I anticipate an 11th-hour agreement will be hammered out in marathon negotiations.

Alice: Have there been any preliminary discussions?

Bob: In a series of informational meetings convened to introduce the proposal, I met with varying responses.  The matter sparked an optimistic reaction in Ted, 7, who offered me a vote of confidence and pledged his support.  I met behind closed doors with Kristin, 9, who took the matter under advisement and promised to keep an open mind.  Bruce, 17, who was recently remanded to a juvenile facility for his drug-related activities, could not be reached for comment.

Alice: What about your wife Shirley, 41, who serves the community in an elected capacity?

Bob: The proposal yesterday piqued the ire of Shirley, D-White Plains, who railed that she should have been consulted previously and was not sure the proposal was merited.  She fired off a note declaring that she did not feel compelled to act on the matter and would take it up at a future date.  But what about you, Alice?  What are you and Harry, 39, planning for your summer vacation experience?

Alice: Following the release of a report on our bleak financial picture, we decided to stay close to home.  But the decision spawned a heated debate.

Bob: I heard it fueled a groundswell of opposition.

Alice: You could even say it sparked a firestorm of criticism.

Bob: I heard the children issued a series of demands calling for you to depart southbound at a high rate of speed in your late model luxury sedan.

Alice: Presently we are attempting to defuse the issue.  A task force of high-ranking family members has been appointed to forge a compromise.
