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Chapter 1

Sit Down and Write

Lesson #1: Writing is hard work! It is complex and frustrating.

Good writing is:

· clear – the key to clarity is simplicity; there is no doubt about the meaning
· concise – simple, straightforward prose

· simple – don’t use three-dollar words; less syllables are better

· to the point – eliminate words that don’t add substantially to the content

· efficient – use the minimum number of words possible

· precise – choose words for their exact meanings

· modest – emphasizes content over style

Rewrite Exercise: “At this point in time, the current levels of societal tension are enough to create a high degree of anxiety among citizens of every persuasion and every economic and cultural class.”
Good writing conveys information, ideas and feelings to the reader.

· Differences from what you’re used to writing:

· not a letter to grandma

· not for an audience of one (like a text)
· not a school essay

· not a technical manual
· is for mass media (audience of many)

· self-expression ranks second to information

· audience doesn’t care how the author thinks or feels; they want information and ideas

Good writers must:

1. Know the Language – rules of grammar, punctuation & spelling

2. Know the Subject – if you don’t understand what you are writing about, neither will your readers

3. Write it Down – get to it…writer’s block is not an option

4. Edit and Rewrite – read your work critically

Things to avoid:

· jargon – technical language used in specific professions

· clichés – overused words, phrases and clauses that are tiresome

· bureaucratese – serious misuse of the language by overstating things

Four Kinds of Sentences:

1. Simple – Alex wrote a letter to his friend.

2. Compound – Alex wrote a letter, and he mailed it to his friend.

3. Complex – Alex wrote a letter that contained his confession to the crime.

4. Compound-Complex – Alex wrote a letter that contained his confession, and he mailed it the next day.

One thing writers should not overuse is the inverted sentence.  A good example of this kind of sentence is the preceding sentence – as is this sentence.  The inverted sentence puts the subject at the end rather than the beginning and it not a good idea for media writing.

Building Sentences:

· Start with nouns and verbs, the strongest words in the language.

· Adjectives and adverbs should support nouns and verbs.

· The best verbs denote action and description.

· Verbs expand…adjectives and adverbs modify, or limit.

Verb Exercise: “John walked down the hall.”

Writing for the Mass Media has three major purposes:

1. to inform

2. to entertain

3. to persuade

Inverted Pyramid – one of the most important forms of news writing.  Information must be presented in order of importance rather chronologically.

Classroom Writing Exercise: Write a 350-word summary of your life.  Tell the most important things that have happened to you.  Talk about the things that interest you most.
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