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Chapter 6
Writing for Print Journalism

Lesson #6: Print is no longer the default medium for writing, and newspapers and magazines…see their stars fading and their economic positions in jeopardy.
Generally smaller newspapers are doing better than larger counterparts because:

· they are the most important advertising vehicle for a geographic area

· they have lower expenses and less debt than larger publications

Many larger newspapers have faced serious problems in the last decade:

· declining circulation

· declining advertising revenue

· staff cutbacks to control expenses

· Internet competition

Magazines also face serious problems but are generally in better shape than newspapers.

Types of News Stories

· meetings – scheduled gatherings of government bodies

1. usually follow an agenda

2. may involve interaction with the public

3. reporters should do their homework to learn about the individuals and issues at play

4. news stories should emphasize the most important actions taken

5. conflicts between personalities or the public may interesting stories

· speeches – an accurate reflection of what a person said in an interesting, coherent way

1. the reporter must decide what the most important things was said and place that in the lead

2. contains a mix of direct and indirect quotes

3. should have some information about the setting

4. use a prepared text for accuracy but be sure the speaker doesn’t ad lib off script

· obituaries – lists the accomplishments of a dead person during their lifetime, or contributions to the community

1. should reflect some personal characters of the deceased

2. use caution about publishing the cause of death (AIDS, alcoholism, SARS, etc.)
· weather – reporters pay attention when weather becomes unusual

1. become news if there is death, injury or damage

2. usually short fuse stories

· crime/court – maybe the most common type of story

1. high reader interest and value to the public

2. usually longer fuse stories

3. reporters must understand the legal issues & procedures involved

· anniversary – articles on holidays or other days we all share

1. writers must work hard to provide a fresh angle because these types of stories have been done so many times

2.                 2.  provide readers with a context to their own lives
· FEATURE STORIES
· a basic assumption is that the reader has more time to read

· generally contain more detail & description than long-form news stories

· mostly center on people, their activities, their interests

· Structures for feature writing:

1. anecdotal – usually starts with a story

· follows with facts to support the story

· quotes, anecdotes and facts are interwoven

2. suspended interest – usually used for a story with a punch line

· can be drawn out into a larger story

· story ends in an unexpected way

3. profiles – centers on a single person with biographical & background info

4. Q&A – start with an explanatory paragraph

· reporter’s questions are followed by word-for-word answers (quotations)

· effective tool for showing readers an unfiltered view of the interviewee’s use of language

Characteristics of Feature Writing

1. unlike news stories which impart basic facts as quickly as possible, feature stories enhance the facts with detail & description for a more complete picture of an event or person

· contain one of three kinds of descriptions: actions, people, places
· rely on nouns and verbs

· reflect all five senses: sight, sound, feel, taste & smell

· contain more quotes and/or dialogue than news stories

Parts of a Feature Story

2. lead – may be several sentences or paragraphs long, unlike the news story…uses the first words to build interest in the story

3. engine paragraph – gives the reader the payoff & sets the stage for remainder of the story (also called fat paragraph, the snapper or the why paragraph)

4. body – middle of the story expands and details subjects raised in the lead…should answer every question raised in the lead

5. ending – unlike news stories, feature writers must provide an ending that puts the story in perspective or makes a final point on the subject

LONG-FORM & LITERARY JOURNALISM
· 1. Long Form Journalism
· The Inverted Pyramid news structure underlies most news writing.  It includes:

· lead paragraph – provides the most important info in descending order of importance

· reporters – must be keen observers of people & situations…must bring readers into a scene by describing what they see and hear

· attribution – tell the reader where the info came from

· short sentences & paragraphs – paragraphs are 2-3 sentences at most

· information – opinions from the news sources are OK; writer’s opinion isn’t OK

· simplicity – simple & straightforward

· adherence to style – usually the Associated Press Stylebook

2. Literary Journalism
· This uses the techniques of fiction to tell a true story including:

· metaphors

· similes

· plotting & pacing

· scenes drawn with detail

· characteristics of key figures are developed as the story unfolds

· quotes become dialogue

Above all, the writer can not make things up – the story must be based on fact!

Editing and Rewriting

· integral parts of the writing process

· first drafts are rarely satisfactory

· copyediting – involves various techniques to change and improve the text, but don’t alter the basic structure or approach

· rewriting – rewording large portions of copy and reexamining the structure; the result is a different piece of copy

· spelling & grammar mistakes – most harmful mistakes a writer can make

· verbs – should be active (and descriptive) instead of passive

· wordiness – say what you mean in as few words as possible

· answering all the questions – if the reader still has questions at the end of an article the writer has done a poor job
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