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· Chapter 9
· Writing and Images

· Lesson #9: Photography gives us a common set of images to understand an environment that we didn’t personally experience.
PHOTOGRAPHY

· allows us to reduce a person, place, event or subject to a manageable set of info

· a vital part of telling a story

· a way to impress a story onto a reader’s brain

Photography wasn’t always fast and compact.

Equipment was heavy and hard to move.

Developing was tedious and slow.

There was limited technology to print and distribute photos widely.
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By the mid 20th century photojournalism was an integral part of the journalistic process.

Digital photography has replaced film photography as the standard.

Basics of Photojournalism

· Composition – the arrangement of elements in a picture, for example:

· drama (something to hold the viewer’s attention)

· action (movement)

· expression (not just in faces but in other body parts)

· unusualness (how unique is the subject?)

· relationships (how people react to other people or the objects that surround them)
· Light – natural light is generated by nature and is generally preferable, though not always available; artificial light is generated by human devices

· Contrast – the difference between the ways things look; a range of tones & contrasts makes an interesting picture

1. Three Types of Shots

2. Long range – the entirety of a scene (also called establishing shots)

3. Midrange – bring us closer to the subject and provide specific information; many sports photos are midrange shots

4. Close-up – the best & most interesting photos because they bring viewers face-to-face with the subject

Rule of Thirds

A compositional technique that arranges the subject within a 9-block grid; the intent is to draw the viewer’s eye to one of the 4 points where the lines intersect rather than centering the image. [see photo on p.176]












· Cutline – descriptive text that accompanies an image (also called a caption)

· identification

· description

· explanation

· elaboration

· use present tense

· double check identification of subjects

· be specific

· avoid cliches

Photojournalism Ethics

Rule #1: take the picture (you can always decide not to publish later on)

Rule #2: don’t change (edit) the picture

· Audio Slide Shows

· a form of news & information presentation available on the web

· incorporates a variety of images (wide-angle, scene-setting, medium range, close-ups)

· the narrative could be chronological if the pictures follow the event from start to finish

· write for the ear, not the eye
· target length: 3-5 minutes

· can include narration, ambient sound or music

GRAPHICS

1. Most common types:
2. Bar chart – most popular because it is easy to set up

3. Line chart – must show change over time or change in relationship over time; the x-axis (horizontal) represents time and the y-axis (vertical) represents amounts or values

4. Pie chart – shows how an item is divided, usually in percentages; time is not an element in pie charts
· Goal of Graphics

· accuracy

· clarity

· simplicity

· attribution

· Components [see Figure 6.2 on p. 184]
· headline – should include a time reference if that is important to comprehending the data

· chart – the central graphic element

· labels – especially the x-axis & y-axis

· explainer box – a concise paragraph of explanation (a subtitle)

· legend – identifies the symbols or colors used; not always needed
· source – where did this information come from?

· credits – who designed the chart?
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graphic of Moore, Oklahoma tornado - May 20, 2013

· Math Terminology

· mean (or average) – the center of a group 

· median – the middle point in a series of numbers

· percentage – how part of something relates to the whole

· percentage of change – how much something has changed from one point to another

· ratios – a comparison of two numbers derived from different bases

example: test scores for nine students

95

92

90

88

                              82     median is 82%
80

75

70

52

                                                                  total 724 divided by 9 = 80.44% average score
Percentage example: what percentage of the city budget goes to the police department?

                 police budget    or    $30,000,000     = .25

                 whole budget          $120,000,000         move decimal and answer is 25%
Percentage Change example: what is the percentage change between the proposed budget & the adopted budget?

              A.   $19,570,518 (proposed)        B.   $915,955                     C.  4.9% percentage change 

                    - 18,654,563 (adopted)              $18,654,563 = .049 
                     $     915,955 (increase)
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