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CHAPTER 1: FIRST POST

· This textbook

· Chapters 1-4 – overview of the WordPress (WP) system

· major functional elements

· what happens when a WP generated web page is displayed

· Chapters 5-9 – the core of WP

· describes internal code flow & data structures

· strongly developer-oriented

· how to extend WP through plugins & customize themes

· Chapters 10-16 – combine a developer view of user experience & optimization with deployer requirements for

· performance

· security

· enterprise integration

What you need to use the book

· basic understanding of HTML

· some knowledge of CSS

· basic knowledge of databases

· syntax of MySQL

WordPress

· an open source content management system (CMS)

· the most popular self-hosted website software in use today

· user generated content workhorse

· built largely on top of the MySQL database & PHP programming language
· a blogging system with a focus on displaying content to a consumer who requests it

· content isn’t formatted, run through templates or laid out until the page is rendered

· created in 2003

· WP can update your Twitter feed

· Twitter updates may appear in your WP sidebar

· WP can import entries into a public figure page and Facebook readership will drive traffic back to your site

· 15% of the top one million visited websites use WP

· 22 of every 100 new sites use WP

· more than 200 million plugins have been downloaded from their repository

· has both free & paid hosting services

Common Misperceptions about Commercial Use of WP
· “free software” – you can charge people to use your installation of WP, or make money from ads on your website

· you can use a WP CMS as the platform for an online store

· you don’t have to publish changes you make when you customize WP code

Content Management Systems
· handle the creation, storage, retrieval, description or annotation & publication of a variety of content types

· measured by the utility of their contents

· CMS covers workflow tasks (editorial or publishing chores)

How to Start
Your website needs a home and several factors affect your choice:

· Cost – free hosting services limit your options as a developer and may preclude generating money from ad sales

· Control – what tools to manage your MySQL database & other content types are provided?

· Complexity – if you anticipate technical support find an ISP that provides help in a reasonable timeframe

Hosting Options
· Wordpress.com – a free hosting option run by Automattic.com…you can only enable or disable the choices that come pre-installed…no access to underlying MySQL databases or core code

· Wordpress.org – paid hosting providers with the latest & greatest options

· install everything on servers you own & operate (DIY)

Why do you keep mentioning MySQL?
· It’s a full-fledged relational database system that doesn’t have to be installed on the same machine as your server.  With this option you’ll need to know where your database is located.

· Multiple WP sites located on the same server can share a single MySQL database with distinct table names for each site.

What Can Go Wrong between WP and MySQL
· web server can’t find MySQL

· WP finds MySQL but can’t log in

· WP connects to MySQL but can’t select the database
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