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CHAPTER 2: CODE OVERVIEW

WordPress (WP) features Subversion (SVN) access, a free, open source control system.  It is used to manage files and directories and the changes made to them.

The SVN trunk directory contains the bleeding edge version of WP that is being developed.  Since a development version usually contains bugs, it’s a bad idea to run a production website using a bleeding edge version.

WP also features a Release Archive that contains a list of downloadable archives for every release of WP ever.  Only the most current version of WP is actively maintained, meaning critical security fixes and other performance upgrades aren’t retroactively applied to older versions of WP.
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1. By default WP comes with three directories:

2. wp-admin – contains core files

3. wp-includes – contains core files

4. wp-content – contains custom files such as themes, plugins & media

HTML content such as pages & posts are stored in the MySQL database along with metadata tags and category structures.

Modifying core WP files can result in unstable websites!!

The most important file in any WP installation is the wp-config.php file; it contains connection settings, usernames and passwords to the MySQL database.

The .htaccess file is used for security purposes and for creating pretty permalinks and keyword-injected URLs for a website.  WP creates URLs based on site content such as post or page titles, category & tag names, and dates for archives.

· The advantages of permalinks include:

· Search engine optimization – keywords embedded in the URL give you a big SEO boost

· Forward compatibility – makes it easier if you ever change to a different platform (WP to Joomla or Drupal) 

· Usability – visitor-unfriendly URLs make it hard to share links

· Sharing – keywords in the URL make finding your link easier
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