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CHAPTER 4: TOUR OF THE CORE

The Core
WP needs certain required “core” files to function properly; those files are part of the original software download.

It’s a bad idea to ever “hack the core,” or change those files.

The Core

· does include:

· PHP files (hypertext preprocessor, a popular open-source, server-side scripting language designed to integrate with HTML)

· CSS

· JavaScript

· XML & HTML

· posts, pages & custom content

· metadata

· themes

· actions, filters, plugins

· users, authors

· feeds, formatting, comments
· does not include:

· custom files

· plugins

· themes

· database settings

· media you’ve uploaded to WP

Core files contain documentation in the form of code comments typically displayed in the header of a file.

Core files (other than images) can be opened in a text editor.

WP APIs (Application Programming Interfaces) – a set of routines, protocols & tools for building software applications

· APIs are found in the /wp-includes directory; typical examples:

· functions.php – functions used to easily interact with WP using a standardized method

· option.php – contains the main WP options

· formatting.php – contains WP formatting functions

· pluggable.php – lets you override certain core WP functions

· plugin.php – contains WP plugin options

· user.php – contains WP user functions

· post.php – functions contained in the WP post process

· taxonomy.php – taxonomies manage the hierarchical relationships of metadata

Deprecated Function – a function that hasn’t been removed from WP but should no longer be used…typically a new function has been created to replace it.

Resources

WP Codex – an online wiki for WP documentation (see links on pp. 66-67): http://codex.wordpress .org
WP Glossary: http://codex.wordpress.org/Glossary
WP Lessons: http://codex.wordpress.org/WordPress_Lessons
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