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CHAPTER 5: THE LOOP
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FIGURE 5-1: The WordPress Loop




The Loop refers to how WP determines what content to display on a web page.  The content can be:

· posts

· pages

· custom content

The Loop selects posts from the MySQL database based on a set of parameters.

Parameters are determined by the URL used to access your WP site.  Possibilities include:

· home page – might show all blog posts in chronological order

· category page – shows blog posts assigned to particular categories

· archive page – shows only blog posts within a particular month and year (see example to right)
The Loop can be customized.  A news site can display the latest headlines…a business directory can display alphabetical lists of local businesses…an e-commerce site can display specific products.
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SQL Queries

The basic format of an SQL is:

SELECT fields
FROM table
WHERE conditions
Fields are the columns of a database.  Conditions change the ordering, grouping and number of items returned.  Tables can be more than one table, or collection, of information in a database that can be joined together for complex searches.

All content types are stored in the same MySQL table and are differentiated by their type (see example below).
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The Loop is the functional connection between the MySQL database data and the HTML that is rendered on a page.

Multiple loops can be used…and custom loops can be created in your header, footer, sidebar or main content areas.

There is no limit to the number of loops that can be displayed on a website.

Minimal Loop example:

<?php

if ( have_posts( ) ) :

    while (have_posts( ) ) :

          the_post ( );

         //loop content (template tags, html, etc)

    endwhile;

endif;

?>

In the example the first statement is the IF statement that checks to see if any posts exist matching a specified category or tag.

If content exists, the WHILE statement initiates the Loop and cycles through all matching entries that need to be displayed.

The_post function is called to build the post data, making it accessible to WP functions.  Once built, the Loop content can be displayed in whatever format has been designed.

This is all PHP (hypertext preprocessor) code so it must be surrounded by <?php and ?> tags.

PHP functions used in WP theme templates are called template tags.  They display specific pieces of data about your website and its contents.

The major benefit of template tags is that you don’t need to memorize PHP code to use them.

<! - -more - - > tags

WP lets you display an excerpt, or teaser, of a full post on a search results page.  You designate where to place the MORE button to indicate where a visitor clicks to read the entire content.
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Parameters

These are used to define what content will be returned in a Loop.

Multiple parameters can be set per query.
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