LAYOUT STYLES

When you lay out a page using CSS you’re using the box model.  Each box contains several elements.  The primary elements are:

· margin

· border

· padding

· content

CSS lets you set the rules for each element, usually by designating a number of pixels (example: 1px black solid).

You set the rules in a clockwise fashion in this order: top, right, bottom, left.
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CSS box model

Positioning Boxes – 2 concepts:
1. position – there are 5 possible positions for a box: 

· static – the box ends up wherever it normally would all on its own; left & top offset commands are ignored

· relative – like static, but you can set the left & top positions

· inherit – the box automatically inherits the properties of its parent (container)

· absolute – you can specify precisely where on the page the box should appear; it is absolutely positioned in reference to its container (our authors see this is an obsolete and undesirable option)

· fixed – if you set a box to be fixed at 100 pixels from the top of the screen, it always be there even if you scroll down the page

2. float – the contents of a box stick to one side or the other of its containing element…the common values are:

· left – a box floated to the left causes everything else on the page to wrap around it to the right

· right – a box floated to the right causes everything else on the page to wrap around it on the left

· none – the default setting

· inherit – use this if you want the box to inherit the float value of its container
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