LINKS
Links – the interconnections between pages and sites…some are:

· internal to a page

· internal to a site

· go to another server altogether

Text Links:

· select (highlight) the appropriate text 

· go to the HTML tab of the Property Inspector

· click the Point to File icon to the right of the link field
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Types of Links:

· Absolute – starts with the explicit name of a server where the link can be found…you must use an Absolute link to a file outside of the current site <http://www.adobe.com/> …the link takes you to the default file for that domain (like index.html)
· Document Relative – the link is relative to the document it’s being called from <http://www.adobe.com/products/dreamweaver.html>; the server knows it must go to the domain adobe.com and locate a folder called products, inside of which is a page called dreamweaver.html …if the address looks like ../document.html that means the document is in a folder above the current folder 

· Site Root Relative – another way to reference a file within the same site; this URL is always identified with a forward slash (/index.html).  Remember that all files on the site that are visible to the public are contained within the site root.

Formatting Links:

CSS allows you to define how links should be displayed; choices include:

· having a link appear with a blue underline

· having the underline appear only when the mouse hovers over the link

· changing the text color when the link is clicked

· specifying particular colors for links rather than relying on the user’s browser defaults

Dreamweaver gives you four link formatting choices:

1. a:link – the default style if no other style has been specified

2. a: visited – how the link appears after the link has been clicked and the linked page loaded

3. a:hover – how the link appears while the cursor is hovering over it

4. a:active – how the link appears while the visitor is clicking it
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Targeting Links:

A target is the name of a window that you want a link to open in.  The choices are:

· _blank – open a new, blank window

· _new – acts like _blank the first time it is used but then each time a link with this tag is clicked, it reuses the same “new” window that opened…the authors of our textbook don’t recommend using this option

· _parent – loads the linked document in the parent window that contains the link…this may depend on how the user’s browser is set

· _ self – for non-framed sites, this command is equivalent to no target at all

· _top – same as _self
Adding Named Anchors:

Normally web pages display from the top and the user scrolls down the page.  It is possible to link to deep within a page by using the anchor tag.  

(Insert panel > Common category > Named Anchor dialog box)

The anchor is only visible in Dreamweaver; the user doesn’t see it.

Adding Links to Graphics:

Click on the graphic to make it active, then type or select a URL in the Property Inspector.

Most sites contain a logo in the upper left corner.  It is standard practice to embed the URL for that website in the logo so a user can quickly return to the home page from any point within the site.

Image Maps:

A drawing, photo or other form of graphic can be divided into sections called hotspots with different links embedded in each.  In the Property Inspector look for the Map button.  Give the map a name, then choose the Rectangle, Circle or Polygon button to draw a hotspot over a portion of the map.

A link can be attached to each hotspot.  Below is an example of how the HTML might look.
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<a href="index.map">

<!--------------------------------- Image Map ----------------------->

<img src="images/index.gif" ismap usemap="#indexmap" border="0" width="600" height="100" alt="Image Map"></a>

<a href="index.map"><map name="indexmap">

<area shape="RECT" coords="21,36,94,68" href="default.htm">

<area shape="RECT" coords="110,36,194,75" href="mfmpage.htm">

<area shape="RECT" coords="204,37,268,77" href="http://www.manfrommars.com/man1.htm">

<area shape="RECT" coords="277,38,339,76" href="granite.htm">

<area shape="RECT" coords="348,36,400,77" href="qsl.htm">

<area shape="RECT" coords="408,36,467,78" href="msurvey.htm">

<area shape="RECT" coords="476,36,528,78" href="order.htm">

<area shape="RECT" coords="536,37,592,79" href="guest.htm">

<area shape="default" href="http://www.manfrommars.com">

</map></a>

<!---------------------------------- End Image Map ------------------->
E-mail Links:

The standard HTML command looks like this: 

mailto:ebrouder@mountwashington.edu
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