TABLES
Tables have traditionally been used as layout devices; they can contain text or images.  By hiding the borders of a table the visitor doesn’t see the table.

TABLES

BAD NEWS (
Tables are outdated from a design standpoint; CSS is the preferred standard for layout today.
GOOD NEWS (
Tables are perfect for displaying tabular information that lines up in rows and columns.

Tables make a page of HTML larger; the user must download the entire table and that makes the download slower.
Each rectangular area within a table is called a cell.

Tables are difficult to read on mobile devices (smartphones & tablets).
One table can be inserted within another; that is called nesting tables.

Border thickness – the width of the border around the table, in pixels… Dreamweaver sets the default at 1 px

Cell padding – the amount of space, in pixels, between a cell’s borders and its content…most browsers use a default of 1 px

Cell spacing – the amount of space between each table cell, in pixels…most browsers default to 2 px

Border color – the color of the border around the entire table and between it’s cells…this can cause a dated look so use caution!
The easiest way to add rows or columns to a table is to right-click in a given cell and choose Table > Insert Row from the context menu.  If the insertion point is in the last cell of a table, pressing TAB adds a new row at the bottom of the table.

Tables can be resized vertically or horizontally by using the drag and resize handles.

Four styles of Table Alignment:

1. Default – most browsers place the table to the left side of the page; this setting defeats text wrapping

2. Left – places the table to the left side and allows text wrap

3. Center – centers the table with no text wrapping

4. Right – places the table to the right side and allows text wrap
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